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PREFACE 

Some years ago after my operations I 
conceived the plan to write a consolatory 
paper to be read among my dear ones in the 
shiva (days of mourning) after me. A 
man who had been three times on the opera- 
tion table does not feel that he is pretty 
safe. My dear friend, however, Mr. Alex 
Katzenstein, thought I should write for a 
larger circle of readers. This book is the 
result. 

It consists of poems, consolatories in 
prose, selections from Rabbinics and a serv- 
ice for the house of mourning. About the 
latter I have a word elsewhere in this book. 
And all I have to say about the other com- 
partments is that the translations are direct 
from the original language. 

You, my dear reader, will kindly forgive 
me, if I use this page to express my sin- 
cere tfianks to Mr. Max Reiss, the presi- 
dent of the Shaari Zedek Cong.., Brookljm, 
for encouragement. 

The Author. 
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"0,GODr 

"O, God*' is an instinctive phrase 

Of vast and infinite extent ; 
God's might, man's heart is in the praise, 

Sacred address most eloquent 

"O, God" is quick, impassioned sound 

In great felicitous surprise, 
Or fortune comes with sudden bound 

A cheris'hed hope to realize. 

Tis word of pkint, of bliss, indeed, 
When ardent feeling rises high: 

In utmost joy or pressing need 
More words their favor do deny. 

It often comes with goodly glow 
To men who doubt, or own belief, 

On land, in ocean's rapid flow 
They cry: "O, God!" and have relief. 

'*0, God" is note of human kind 

In every predicament. 
O, tell me not that you opined: 

'Tis of the flesh and low descent. 

"O, God" is precious autograph 
Which God in loving hearts has wrote; 

'Tis theology's essential half. 
The flame divine of moral thought. 

Take care against God not to hail. 
And not to mock the creeds as odd. 

The weathers change in earthly vale, 
You'll cry: "O thanks" or "help, O G^l" 
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8 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

(The poem on page 7 I wrote years ago for 
the Hebrew Standard after the collapse of a 
confirmant who was to say a prayer, and all she 
could and did say was, O, God. A solemnity 
prevailed at the mioment stidi a>s the full prayer 
could not have brought about. The entire con- 
gregation was in tears.) 

FLEETING DAYS 

Our days e'er fleet 

By statute prime, 
And fates do beat 

Confusing chime. 

All is alarm 

On restless earth; 
Death starts to harm 

On day of birth. 

And ours is choice 

The days to dress 
That they rejoice 

Or more oppress; 

They be like weed 

In gloomy dale, 
Or gemmed with deed 

Of pleasant tale. 

High is the hill. 

In clouds its top; 
With pious will 

We may go up. 
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HOPING 

We must be hoping 
For more than clod, 

In spite of sloping 
Love path of God. 

DESPAIR 

O, tell me not 

Tha.t hope can last, 
As years go by 

In fortune's blast 

When we no end 
To suffering see, 

And each of days 
Is wave of sea. 

Despair, despair 
Can not be barred, 

When fates do strike 
With hand too hard. 

No one is brave, 
And none so strong 

Who dared to hope, 
Suffering too long. 

By grace alone: 
The grace of God, 

In fortune's blast 
New hope can bud. 
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10 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

THE SKY 

The sky must storm 
That earth be green; 

Man live the norm 
Of blessed hygiene. 

Why it is so, 
What man can tell? 

And who does know 
That 'tis not well? 

ly£an is no judge. 

He cannot be; 
He's full of grudge 

That days do flee. 

Fixes his eye, 
And time is gone; 

Moments defy 
Conceit on throne. 

GOD IS KIND 

And to all, God is kind 
Study dose, why be blind? 
WorldiS, worlds — where's the end? 
On they move, systems blend. 

Atoms take, each its place 
God attends, in His grace. 
Each in time, comes and goes; 
Joys do cease, also woes. 
Doctrines pure, actions kind, 
Will to God, spirit bind* 
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THE MORN 

We have to mourn, 
And love the mom, 
And love the task 

Each day assigns, 
And seasons ask 

On reason lines. 

We have to mourn, 
And love the mom, 
Ah! tears in cup — 

Mind will amend! 
To God look up, 

And faith befriend. 

We have to mourn, 
And love the mom, 
And bear the din. 

Grief's antidote. 
Once we have been 

Consoling note. 



WHAT TO DO 

Will we ne'er learn 
Our given task, 

And always turn 
Ourselves to ask: 
What things to sue 
That well we do? 
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12 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

We have been told 
In language clear, 

By prophet old 
And latter seer 
What things to sue 
That well we do. 

Do not allow 

The thoughts inane 

To hold your brow. 
And spirit chain, 
And doom as vain 
The sun and rain. 

That all we'll have 
Of crafty earth 

Is dusty grave 
And wormy berth, 
We shouldn't ignore, 
Nor treat as sore. 

With sense to build. 
There's all the loam, 

like bee that's thrilled 
By honeycomb, 
Man work his name 
Wth righteous claim. 

That, when his bone 

In silent tomb 
Is for e^er sown, 
His soul have room 

In deathless love 

Here and above, 
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MY SHEPHERD 

God is my shepherd, 

I have no care. 
My camp is verdant, 

And founts are fair. 

He guides me quiet, 

And leads me just 
Death shade in valley— 

And Gk>d I trust. 

O, blessed attendants: 

God's law and grace! 
With upright spirit 

The good I trace. 

God will my dwelling 

In love arrange 
That ways of scoffers 

Through me tnay change. 

I love no pleasure 

Of wanton sense; 
In lasting mercy 

Is joy intense. 

BALM 

High is the sun, 

And low the soil; 
His rays oft run 
Our buds to spoil. 
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14 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

Above tiie sun 

God has a throne. 

All that is done— 
Some good is sown. 

The fortunes toss, 
There's rain of tears. 

Yet gain from loss 
Evolves in years. 

From mournful clod 
Develop flowers, 

Earth turns to sod 
And mighty towers. 

To God must turn 
The eye in tear, 

And souls that yearn 
Will fed He's near. 

He's i^ear with alms 

To soften woe: 
From heaven balms 

Are made to grow. 



THE CLAIM 

The jewels bright 
In golden store 
By Ught of night 
Do glitter more« 
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So man of claim 

More lustrous riiines 
In mourning frame 

That honor twines. 

What waa a scar 

Has disappeared, 
A flawless star 

Is now revered. 

A pattern he 

Hope to inspire. 
We do with glee 

The will of sire. 



MEMORIAL (YAHRZEIT) 

Alive my love 

I lessons glean. 
Grief which death wove 

Qbttds eairthly scene. 

Again I view 

The day so diark, 
Flowers friends strew 

I failed to mark. 

I see the tomb— 
A holy place- 
God f light the gloom, 
Reveal Tliy grace. 
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16 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

Rise does my tear, 

I solemn gaze, 
And see the dear — 
I feel embrace. 

Not dead is the dear, 
My heart quick beats, 

Though grave in rear, 
High hope me greets. 

O, may me lead 

This day, and bless 
That time I heed' 

And onward press ; 

That I prepare 
For nwre than grave; 

Live actions fair, 
And morals brave. 

A GOOD DEBTOR 

Who spends with grace among the poor, 
He makes himself God's favor doer. 

Why then refuse our God as debtor? 
Will wealth in grave be credit letter? 
From Moses Eben Ezra, 

CLOUDS 

Qoud's have no eyes. 

And often weep. 
Then men rejoice 
Rich crops they'll reap. 
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When gay is sky 

And bright the cloud, 
Men weep thereby 

And worries crowdi. 

From Yehuda Halevi 



THE WHEAT GRAIN 

The grain is in the soil 
Undressed and naked sown. 

Its body earth doesn't spodl 
It grows with dress of tone. 

(From the Talmud as reply given to Geopatra 
by Rabbi Meier to the question she asked: Why 
the Bible does not tell how the dead will resur* 
rect, dressed or undressed. In referring to the 
wheat grain, the Rabbi meant to say that since 
nature teaches it there is no need for the Bible 
to explain. Rabbi Jehudah Halevi made a Hebrew 
epigram of that reply.) 



A NAME 

Do not, my friend, stretcdi out thy heart 
For shadows which elude all clever art. 
A name beloved thou must strive to acquire, 
Tis perfume plant, though dried, it will inspire. 

From Alcharizi. 
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18 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 
FAITH 

In Thee, O God I trust, 

And couldn't be scared, 
If stars against my dust 

Their weapons bared. 

A line from a short Hebrew poem by Solomon 
Ben Ga,birol. 



SEPARATION 

O, we know thee from early sways. 
Tear-vdver is of olden days. 

A line from Jahuda Halevi. 



FAITH 

God human hearts beholds, 
None sees what God enfolds. 
My heart I bid thee: Halt! 
Bum not for secret vault. 

Thou hast no nigrht to ground 
In wonders He did found; 
No right the vast to try: 
Deep night and light of sky. 
Trust God, and heed His way 
That grief lure not astray. 

From a poem of the 
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THE LORD 

(From Adon Alom) 
God ruled in solemn mystery 

Before the founts of ligbt He maide ; 
E're music to His majesty 

The isles in sfnce concordant played. 

And is extinct the earthly gleam, 

And organs all to nothing go, 
H>e will continue Ijord Supreme, 

And purest souls with worship glow. 

He^s One, there's none of sway besides, 
Majestic He all things controls; 

With none of sovereigns divides 
Designs of orbs and time's bid polk. 

He is my God me to redeem, 
I will not pine, I will not stray. 

The fates which quench the final beam 
Can not obscure my hopeful day. 
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CONSOLATORIES 

I. 
We are not enough godlike, our makeup 
is not of the pure Gabriel kind to read the 
secrets of the Creator. In spite of our agile 
toil and progressive knowledge, we are the 
bewildered spectators of developments, each 
of which is a door of the same labyrinth 
of mystery. Oh, let us* not give unrighteous 
reign to our judgment, if this or that event 
shocks us as not being in consonance with 
our doctrines of divine mercy. What, if 
in this or that instance it seems we could 
be spared? The wise beneficence of the 
Creator is in the aggregate too evident to 
allow the particular to obstruct the path of 
our faith. What a blot on creation night 
seems to be I Yet how vast is its benefac- 
tion ! Who leads the golden chariot of the 
shining sun into unseen retreat, and causes 
night to call an exhausted world to freedom 
from the implements of toil? It is not 
seldom that radiant midday changes--it 
darkens; unchained are the winds, and the 
cedars of Lebanon are threatened; the sky 
is all wrath, as if the scourge of Noah's time 
were to be renewed. But gradually the 
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24 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

dreads withdraw, the rain gently takes leave ; 
the firmament is in splendor and the earth 
refreshed with blessing. Indeed, darkness 
like light is God's needful agency, and sail- 
ing clouds like sunshine carry the cargo of 
divine blessing. 

II. 
Why should we make of the drooping 
sky of our narrow horizon an habitation of 
scepticism, when we have the choice to make 
of it a sanctuary of faith? Alas! a dear 
one — ^tarnished is the eye that owned a 
world of lustre; closed is the ear once so 
quick to our entreaties; unqualified the 
speech which to us was music ; wan the 
mien ; cold the hand ; still the heart ; a per- 
sonality that had over us meridian influence 
—dead! But constellations continue, and 
mountains wear diadems of sunshine. 
Glades breathe the fragrance of assemblies 
of stout blossoms, and rivers rush sprightly 
to spread blessings on needy land far be- 
yond their shore. Surely not that we elect 
anguish our lasting oppressor has the Al- 
mighty made creation so vast; not that 
we obscure our eyes with tears has death 
been given dominion. What order there is 
in spite of disorder ! What growth in spite 
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of withering ! What generation in spite of 
death! 

Winter and spring kiss each other. The 
dirge and the hymn of life go together in 
the history of man. Man dies, man lives. 
Can we expect that our herd will always 
remain untouched by the universal fate, and 
Providence for ever keep up refilling our 
cup of joy? "Where wast thou O, Man! 
when God laid foundations of the earth? 
Canst thou say whereupon are the foimda- 
tions thereof ? Where wast thou when the 
stars sang of creation? Who shut up the 
sea with doors when it broke forth, as if 
it had come out of the womb ? God made 
the cloud to be the garment of the sea and 
broke depths for it and made bars and dams 
for it. And God said : Hitherto shalt thou 
come and no further, and so far shall thy 
power go with the pride of thy waves." 

III. 
We do not understand death. If life is 
a mystery, death is twice so. "There is 
hope for a tree, if it is cut off: Its tender 
branch does not cease. Though its root 
shrink in the earth and its entire base die 
in the dust, from the aroma of the water it 
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26 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

will begin to bloom, and bring forth a bough 
like a plant. But man dies, and is altogether 
exhausted, man wastes away and where is 
he?" Yet thus much we know of death 
that if a man prayed for life and were given 
corporeal immortality he would, in the 
course of time, pray for death as ardently 
as he prayed for life. We are not made of 
rock, or of impenetrable metal. Sensitive 
flesh is our frame, and time unlocks it to 
all kinds of pain and malady. How de- 
sirable is sleep when a day's labor has made 
the hand and foot heavy, and the mind 
somewhat stupid! Who could number all 
the invalids in sick chambers and hospitals 
that would welcome it as a real godsend? I 
am not praising here sleep as a restorative 
of hope of body and clearness of intellect, 
but only as a temporary shield against pain- 
ful sensation and plaguing reflection. It is 
bliss to fall into it. "Sweet is sleep," says 
Ecclesiastes, "to the laborer." Even so is 
death viewed by those who had an overfill 
of the joys and sorrows of the world. To 
youth, likewise, death may be a deliverer. 
Many a bud in the flower garden is hopeless 
or its assurance of a happy dunnage is frus- 
trated by some unpropitious element. It 
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has not the stout heart of development, and 
tarries as a defective. 

There is no such a thing as death being 
too soon or too late. Like birth it occurs 
at the proper moment. It occurs when the 
time is up of the aged whose every day is 
a slur on his past hopes and experiences; 
it occurs when the time is up of the youth 
who looking forward fills the blank of the 
future with fantastic conquests, as wide as 
the earth. 

In the cosmic system, qualification is the 
choice. Is it surprising that a youth should 
perish? It is just as surprising, if a cente- 
narian, bent with infirmities, should be able 
to drag his heavy feet, and speak with im- 
paired organs and a mind which hundred 
years tried to discomfit. There is no freak 
in God's arrangement. It is all regular, 
though with our eyes of flesh we see irregifc- 
larity. Life lasts just so long as its fortifi- 
cation holds out. So I understand Job's 
famous Eliyahu, when he says : "If there be 
one reasonable mediator among a thousand 
to tell man his uprightness. He will favor 
that man, and say Tree him from the 
tomb.'" If a man has only one chance 
of a thousand to live, that chance will pre- 
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vail. What about the mercy of God? Why, 
if God had done according to our concep- 
tion of divine mercy the universe would 
have ceased to exist long ago. Do we not 
often wish that the very regulation which 
keeps our planet in its orbit be ruled out of 
order? The fact is that very often we fail 
to see mercy, and it shoots up in trees, in 
flowers, in lights, in joys. Beautifully the 
Talmud tells us that, when Israel prayed for 
rain, the Almighty said: "If I do as 
you prayed you would then have rain to 
injure you." Moses touchingly relates to 
the children of Israel that he implored the 
Eternal for mundane continuance. His 
prayer was not answered, and we are no- 
where told that he questioned God's mercy. 
Elijah prayed for the abrogation of his 
earthly pilgrimage, and his prayer was not 
answered. He did not question the mercy 
of God in consequence thereof. 

IV. 
Religion does not ask us to tyrannize our 
tears, or to be listless to the service of the 
spade. The heart of affection is human, 
and religion does not educate us to be super- 
human. It does, however, demand that we 
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be just, and do not magnify the horrors of 
the grave nor allow imagination to ramble 
in the direction where there is not even 
a twinkling of a starlet of promise. We 
should mourn and still love sunrise. Our 
sages speak of dying before death. Un- 
lorded lugubriousness is a kind of death. 
In place of intemperately bewailing sepera- 
tion, we should rather learn to console our- 
selves that it will not last forever. Time 
is rapid. The valedictories of passing years 
follow each other in quick succession until 
life closes — fast enough — in the tragedy of 
the last breath. Why precipitate it? 

V. 

There is no sacrifice in a mourning which 
closes the door to every nobler impulse and 
dooms the universe, saying : "I loathe every- 
thing." Sacrifice has a salutary implica- 
tion. From its altar the incense is to go 
in some vital direction. What is there in 
the election of unbounded mourning to con- 
duce either to the honor of the dead or to 
the serviceableness of the living? Surely 
your dear one did not desire that you ex- 
pire at the same time. King David said, 
dying, to his wise son: "I am going the 
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way of the earth; be thou strong, there- 
fore, and do like a man." In languishing 
solitude no flower thrives to adorn a grave 
therewith, no stone grows to mark the dust 
as sacred which shelters the holy dust of 
your beloved. A city must be alive and pal- 
pitate with industry that the cemetery be 
kept in decency. We no more honor the 
dead by continuously grieving than we bene- 
fit the living by continuously sighing that 
the world is a vast graveyard. We simply 
practice unfairness to the dead, who should 
be honored, and to the living we do love. 
Lugubriousness is contagious. What a 
pitiable communion it may attain in loving 
environments ! 

VI. 

There are two kinds of bereavement. 
There is a bereavement which like the rigor- 
ous onslaught of winter destroys the last 
remnant of the tree's foliage. The mourner 
is left without a friend into whose ear a 
just grievance could be whispered ; without 
an associate whose helping hand could be 
implored ; without an acquaintance of whom 
to expect sympathy and without health to 
follow the staff of duty. 
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People so bereaved feel that their wound 
is mortal, and the botanic pride of the earth 
has no lenitive for it. What argument can 
be made against their persistent mourning? 
Philosophy must fail in the attempt of 
solacing, and religion in that of ministering 
faith. Their grief is for the Almighty 
only to treat. Surely the book of Job is 
something. Oh, that instead of smother- 
ing it beneath flowers of praise, its religious 
lessons were practically noted! The pur- 
pose of this famous poetry is, as I under- 
stand a great authority on Bible, to teach 
that suffering may be so overwhelming that 
the ascendency of skepticism is no offense 
to heaven. Job's friends are sensured erst 
by the wise Elijahu and then more uncomr 
promisingly by the Almighty for the obdu- 
rate overpiety with which they aggfravated 
a man so afllicted. 

But this kind of total bereavement is rare. 
The bereavement of the general order is 
partial. At the moment, it may seem^ as if 
every paradise on our planet turned into a 
desert, and all gravitation was interred with 
the demised. But, after all, only one house 
had been touched, or a landscape partly sul- 
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lied. To the average mourner it may be 

said: 

Of much you are bereft. 
Yet more to you is left. 

God giveth and God taketh means that, 
no matter how much God taketh, He is to 
be worshiped as the giver. Affection 
grieves, and affection fills the heart with the 
song of joy. Save affection for the living, 
and God will be adored as giver. 

VII. 

Grief must be treated psychologically, 
because it is a psychic disturbance. Epicu- 
reism that is, surrender to voluptuousness, 
is only a temporary intoxication. What, if 
we lent to every hour the beguiling tints of 
exultation, and lived days the diary of which 
lured the attention of the worldly? Not 
long could we endure in the revelry with- 
out being converted to the sentiment of 
the great preadier: ''Vanity of vanities, all 
things are vain." 

Religion opposes amputation of grief, 
and administers no hypnotic. Condescending 
to grief, because, like joy, it is in the very 
character of affection, religion treats it ten- 
derly, and safeguards and idealizes it. A 
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cloud in sunshine is not alarming, and may 
even contribute to the grandeur of sky. But 
when the sky becomes all overcast, there 
is apprehension. So grief in the limiinous 
lamp of faith may have the benignity like 
that of a prophet whom we entertain in 
our habitation. But grief unattended by 
wisdom is likely to expand its empire and 
be menacing. 

Prayer! Prayer! Heaven bent low for 
the uplift of man, when the privilege of 
prayer was proclaimed. 

At the close of his study of the book of 
Job a rabbi said : The end of man is death, 
and the end of the beast is death. Man, 
however, is conscious that he will die, and 
that consciousness is the very shadow of 
his pilgrimage. Happy, therefore, the man 
who listens to lessons which are not of the 
earth, and has hours and days which inspire 
ideal hope and ideal practice. 

VIIL 
IMMORTALITY OF SOUL 
(A few paragraphs from a sermon I de- 
livered in the Shaari Zedek Congregation 
and published in the Brookly Eagle, May 
1, 1905.) 
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Immortality of soul is to no few people 
praise and recognition conceded to the name 
of the departed. Accordingly those who 
succeeded to attain a place in history have 
reached all there is to be reached. What 
about the men and women whose earnest 
toil and untiring exertions bear no such 
fruit? Those who distinguish themselves 
sufficiently to be remembered for any con- 
siderable time, outside of their family circle, 
are few compared with the masses that go 
through life without making a noticeable 
impression. 

They are numerous, those men and 
women whose grandeur of character en- 
titles them to a seat of honor, and who 
die unhonored and unesteoned. No word 
of praise is said about them while living, no 
flower of eulogy perfumes their death cham- 
ber. 

Infinitely more substantial and in keep- 
ing with the dignity of man and the justice 
of Providence, is the religious interpreta- 
tion of that doctrine. It is a hope which 
the humblest may cherish. Perhaps it can- 
not be proven that the soul is immortal. 
Nor can it be proven that the soul is not 
immortal, as the great Enunanuel Kant as- 
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sures. The af&rmative has thus much in 
its favor that it has been universally ac- 
cepted as an inspiring creed. 

Judaism is not decisive on the question 
how the future state of the soul will be, but 
it insists on the hope of spiritual continua- 
tion. Who can afford to dispense with it? 
It idealizes man, and is so essential to the 
varied conditions of life that non-believers 
who relentlessly attacked religion in the 
other parts of its teachings, stood with rev- 
erence at the sacred shrine of the ennobling 
dogma that the human soul is immortal. If 
you do not believe in it, pray that you should. 
Sweet are the words of the Psalmist : There 
is a light for the righteous, and bliss for 
those who are upright at heart. 
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Original selections from the Rabbinics, 

translated by me, which I dedicate 

with tears 

to the sacred memory of 

my late brother-in-law and sister. 

The Rev. Dr. Folk and Mrs. Anna Vidaver, 

G. TAUBENHAUS. 
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BROCHOTH (Bably) 

"Rabbi Johanan visited Rabbi Eliezer in 
his sickness. The room was dark, and he 
opened the door slightly, and a sheen en- 
tered, and he noticed that the patient was 
weeping. 'You are sad,' said the sage visi- 
tor. 'Is it because you have not acquired 
enough knowledge? Bear in mind that we 
often consoled ourselves that whether a man 
acquires much or little, if he only fills his 
heart with a holy purpose, he does enough. 
Or do you weep, because you have not ac- 
quired enough of the things of this world? 
Recall our maxim which has so often sus^ 
tained us: No man can possess botfi, the 
ideal and the miaterial. Perhaps you weep, 
because ten times I have been a mourning 
father?* Said the patient: *Yes; it is sad- 
dening to think that so much human 
beauty wither in the earth.' 'Over this, 
surely, you have wept already,' said Rabbi 
Johanan, and saying this, he too began to 
weep." 

(There is a solemn majesty about those 
men in Israel, weeping. The sage invalid 
bewails not his own distress, but the 
awful bereavement of his great colleague 
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And the sage visitor, though unable to mas- 
ter his own tears altogether, makes efforts 
to help his sick friend whom, as the story 
closes, he strengthens so much as to get up. 
There is nothing more sacred than the still 
and unselfish tear, and when that tear is, 
as it should be, mingled with benevolent 
service, it has a heavenly character. The 
religious view of the rainbow surpasses 
the artistic. As a harmony of colors the 
rainbow is beautiful, as a sign of God's 
covenant with man it is sublime. So the 
still and earnest tear, always a forcible ap- 
peal to commiseration, becomes, in the radi- 
ance of a philanthropic heart, a consol- 
ing declaration that grief is a divine 
agency. Rabbi Johanan would have been as 
great, had he not been called upon so fre- 
quently to moiim. Somehow this great 
leader in Israel who was as glorious in 
character as he was in intellectuality, has 
been appointed, as it were, to teach that 
man can be ideally consistent, even if mis- 
fortune does not withdraw its shadow. 
Can we conceive of a nobler nobility of 
man than that of Rabbi Johanan, who, shel- 
tering in his heart of hearts a tenfold pa- 
ternal grief, goes out to soften the pain 
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and burden himself with the cares of 
others ?) 

"Where is it said in Scripture that we 
have to praise God in misfortune no less 
than in prosperous conditions? It is writ- 
ten, *God giveth and God taketh; be the 
name of the etertial praised/ '* 

"Our prophets, speaking about the fu- 
ture, had only the time of the Messiah in 
mind. As to the eternal abode of faithful 
souls, no human had ever a glimpse of it." 

"When Hillel, the old, once returned to 
the City of Jerusalem, and heard a noise 
like lamentation, he said: 'I am sure this 
does not come from my house.' " 

"Rabbi Akiba's flesh was torn from his 
body piece after piece, and he died with 
'one' (the eternal is one) on his lips." 

BROCHOTH ( Jerusalmi) 

"A sage and his associates used to study 
under a date tree every morning. When 
the fruit ripened, they noticed the owner 
coming several mornings to cut and pick the 
ripe fruit. Thinking that he suspected 
them, they moved to another place. The 
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owner of the tree was displeased, and asked 
them, why they deserted his tree. They 
told him that they feared he might suspect 
them of picking his fruit. On the follow- 
ing morning, he came later, and, picking up 
some fruit, defiled by worms, went over to 
the scholars, and proved it to them that 
his early coming was a necessity, and that 
so far from suspecting them, he was proud 
of the honor of having philosophical dis- 
cussions under his tree. It was then that 
they said: *If this tree owner knows when 
to gather in his fruit, to be sure Grod knows 
when to gather in the righteous men from 
this world." 

"A rabbi was told that his son, whom he 
had sent to Tebaria to complete his studies, 
earned quite a reputation as a charitable 
assistant at funerls, and he wrote him that 
his own city cotdd have given him plenty of 
such employment. Youth is for study." 

"A man of high station was in mourning, 
and among the scholars who visited him 
were two who were quite attentive to the 
cup. On the following day they came again, 
and were stopped at the door with the 
remark : 'Your behavior the day before was 
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not that of a friend. Those who were pres- 
ent feared, lest you start to dance." 

"Rabbi Sirai wished that his disciples 
may not nwum on the day of his death, and 
that they feast on the next day/* 

"Waking up in the morning, say: 
Praised be He who reviveth the dead." 

KLAIM (Jerusalmi) 

"A scorpion rode on the back of a frog 
across a river. Coming to the other side, 
it mortally wounded a man, and he died." 

"The feet of a man are his surety that 
he will be* present where he is desired;" 
that is, where a man has to die, his feet bring 
him thither. 

"Rabbi Jehudah, the prince in Israel, also 
known as the holy, enjoined on his attend- 
ants that they should not inter him with 
excessive shroud. Some say that he im- 
plicitly ordered only one shroud." 

"Rabbi Jochanan ordered that his wind- 
ing sheet be of the green color." 

"Rabbi Yashia ordered that he be clothed 
in death in white linen, well-sewed gar- 
ments," 
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"Rabbi Jeremiah ordered that his corpse 
be dressed in white and well-sewed linen, 
stockings and slippers." 

(Maimonides speaks of the white linen 
of the dead as a Jewish custom, and bans 
extravagant and artistic habilliment of the 
dead. 

"How does that authority come to say 
that the law of mixture is not applicable 
to the dress of the dead? Because the dead 
are spoken of in Scripture as being free, 
we infer from it that they are free from 
the law." 

BEKURIM (Jerusalmi) 

"What is understood by 'life being cut off 
by a decree of heaven* has no bearing on 
the first twenty years." 

"Death at the age of eighty years oc- 
curs in consequence of old age." 

SHABBATH (Bably) 

"Rabbi Jose wished to die from diabetes." 
(It is a protracted sickness, and he thought 
that it was quite a privilege to live and 
not be influenced by the vanities of this 
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world. In loco it is stated that the righteous 
in general die with it.) 

"It is forbidden to close the eyes of the 
dead on the Sabbath and of the dying even 
on a week day." (Mishuah) 

"It is written: 'And the clouds return 
after the rain/ that means, the light of the 
eyes goes with weeping." 

"There are six kinds of tears, three of 
them 'are good and three bad' — one of the 
bad kinds is the tear of sorrow." 

"If a man dies, and leaves no mourner 
to accept consolation, ten men should do 
the mourning." ( Jore Deah has 'ten worthy 
men.') 

"Abbaya said to Rabbah: Thou art a 
hated man in the community; there will 
be very few who will feel bad that such 
strict moralizer, as you have been, is dead. 
How then can we ascribe significance to the 
funeral oration ?* 'Never mind,' said Rab- 
bah, ' 'tis enough if thou and Bar Chanina 
will mourn.' " 

ERUBIN (Bably) 

"Gehennah has three entrances, namely: 
Desert, sea and Jerusalem." (If we sin in 
Jerusalem, it is a Gehennah.) 
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"Gehennah has seven names." (Every 
day of the week is hell if we sin.) 

"After the death of Rabbon Gambiel, 
Rabbi Joshua declared his decision invalid, 
and Rabbi Johan said : As he ruled us, when 
alive, so he must rule in death. But the 
people sided with Rabbi Joshua, saying: 
When Rabbon Gambiel was alive, we obeyed 
him ; now Kabbi Jose is our leader, and we 
have to abide by him." 

"Three kinds of men lead a life which 
is far from being pleasant, namely: Who 
depends upon others for meals, who suffers 
severe pain and " 

PESSACHIM 

"Seven things are hidden from man, 
namely : The day of his death " 

PESSACHIM (Jerusalmi) 

"Which is anino (the time that the woe- 
stricken is to be isolated) ? Rabbi Jehudah 
teaches that it is to last from the moment 
of death to burial ; the college teaches that 
it is to last the whole day of death. De- 
veloped to its consequences, this dispute 
implies that each of th^ disputants is mod^ 
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erate and rigorous at the same time on the 
same question. If burial takes place on 
the day of death, the islation lasts, accord- 
ing to Rabbi Jehudah, only a few hours, 
and according to the college the whole day. 
Again, if burial takes place on the third 
day from the day of death, the isolation 
would last, according to the college, the 
whole day of death, and according to Rabbi 
Jehudah almost three days. But Rabbi 
Abihu must be taken into consideration, who 
told that he had it, from safe authority, that 
Rabbi Jehudah conceded to the college that, 
if the burial takes place on the third day, 
the isolation is on the day of death." 

(In another treatise of the Jer. we are 
taught: "A mourner should eat by his 
friend or in some other place, if he has no 
friend — as long as the dead is before him; 
he should not eat and drink to satieteness, 
he should not eat meat and not drink wine ; 
he is not to be considered in the number of 
persons that say grace together; if he says 
a blessing, no amen is answered; if others 
say the blessing, he answers no amen.") 

JOMO (Bably) 
"No righteous man leaves this world un- 
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less there is another righteous man, like 
him, to take his place. The sun of Eli had 
not set yet, when the sun of Samuel was 
rising.'* 

JOMO (Jerusalmi) 

"The day of death is like a day of re- 
pentance." 

"Forty years Simon, the just, functioned 
as high priest, and when going out of the 
Temple on the evening of the fortieth day 
of atonement, he said: 'This year I will 
die.' " 

SHEKALIM (Jeusalmi) 

"No monuments are raised to the mem- 
ory of men of righteousness; their words 
are monuments." 

MEGILLAH (Bably) 

"Rabbi Nehemiah was asked how he at- 
tained his good old agie, and he answered: 
'I never looked for honors at the cost of 
my fellow men; I was generous with my 
money, and when I knew of a homeless 
person being sick, I esrtended the hospitality 
of my dwelling."* 
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THANITH (Bably) 

Rabbi Beroko met Elijah in the street — 
that mysterious prophet, it is believed, visits 
good men in this world. The Rabbi asked 
some questions concerning the world to 
come. Two men happened to pass by, and, 
Elijah pointing to them, said: These will 
have a share in the world to come.' In 
his heart, the Rabbi wondered that men of 
worldly attire and manner should be so de- 
serving. Later on he had the pleasure of 
seeing them come up towiards him. He 
accosted them, and they disclosed to him 
the fact that they were jesters, and aimed 
principally to cheer the down-hearted and 
make peace among those who quarreled." 

"Why do we put on sackcloth and ashes 
in distress? To remind us that we are but 
dust." 

"What is the meaning of visiting the 
graves? One sage thinks it means to bring 
home to us the thought that we are like 
dead. Another sage thinks that it means to 
bring about the prayers of the dead in our 
behalf." (Evidently this sage means that 
the dead cause us to pray.) 

"Rabbi Eleser, who lived in extreme 
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poverty, told visiting colleagues a vision he 
had after an operation had been performed 
on him: 'God was near me, and supplicat- 
ingly I said, "Lord, how long will I lin- 
ger in such an undeserved predicament?" 
And the Lord said : "Dost thou desire that 
the world be destroyed, and then recon- 
structed, for thy sake? Perhaps thy lot 
will then be pleasanter." To this I re- 
marked : "Has so much to be experimented 
on 'the perhaps!' Great God! forgive 
mine inquisitiveness in asking: "Are the 
years which I lived more numerous than 
those that I have to live ?" The Lord then 
replied: "The years which thou hast lived 
are more numerous." With a sigh I said, 
"O Lord ! in that case I am resigned to my 
allotment, unbearable as it is. I have no 
further request to make." Hereupon the 
Lord said: "As a reward for thy manly 
submission to thy share, thou shalt have 
the privilege of rejoicing at thirteen rivers 
of perfume in the realm of immortality." 
Not quite pleased with that promise, as I 
did not fully understand it, I dared ask: 
"Is this all?" But the Lord charged me 
with selfishness and said: "If I give thee 
all, I will have nothing wherewith to re- 
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ward thy associates." Then I said: *Do 
I ask of a human who is limited in pos- 
sibilities?" At this the Lord touched my 
forehead and said : "Thou wilt cau^e many 
sduls to return to me in the realm of im- 
mortality." ' " 

(The rabbi who had that vision be- 
lieved that there is no reward in this world 
for righteousness. 2. That the hereafter 
cannot be explained in our present state. 
Even if we take the thirteen rivers of per- 
fume to mean the thirteen attributes of 
God, it remains a mystery. 3. That there 
is salvation of souls beyond.) 

THANITH (Jerusalmi) 

"Our ancestors constituted four parties 
before the red sea. One party proposed 
that they throw themselves into the sea. 
One party proposed that they return to 
Egypt. One party proposed that they wage 
war against the Egyptians, and one party 
proposed that they pray." 

"Rabbi Akiba saw once Bar Kochba, and 
said : 'This is the annointed king.' 'Akiba,' 
said Jochanan, 'grass will grow on thy jaw- 
bones and the Messiah will not have come 
yet.' " 
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"Who weeps over things, deserving no 
tears, over things that deserve tears will 
he weep." 

MORED KATON (Bably) 

"Where is it taught in Scripture that 
graves must be made conspicuous? Rabbi 
Ashi says: *It is written ye shall make a 
keeping to my keeping; that is, we have to 
arrange things so that we do not transgress 
the essential. If a grave is to be known as 
such, we must put up a sign." 

"Woe to the one who goes, and woe to 
those who follow." "Ah! he was always 
in a hurry ; cared not if he fell. Now that 
he is at the bridge of the other world, he 
has not enough to pay the toll." "It is quite 
true that one death is like an other, but oh, 
what a diflference in the experiences before 
death!" 

"Who grieves more than is reasonable 
over a dead relative or friend, over an other 
he will soon have to grieve. A woman in 
the neighborhood of Rabbi Abuhu had 
seven children, one of whom died, and she 
grieved so that she could not attend prop- 
erly to her living children. Her scholarly 
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neighbor cautioned her, but in vain. The 
result was sad." 

"It is written: 'Do not weep over the 
dead; do not condole the dead' (it 
means *not always*). Three days we may 
weep, seven days grieve, thirty days we 
may be negligent as to our attire. Beyond 
that, God says : Be not more merciful than 
I am." 

Dying, Rabbi Jehudah, the Holy, re- 
quested that his sons appear before him, and 
he commanded them to be alert in honoring 
their mother. His council he instructed that 
not many necrologues be made after him, 
and that after thirty days the schools be in 
regular order. Over Moses even the people 
did not mourn longer than thirty days." 

"Rabbi Ashi asked a famous funeral 
speaker, what be would say at his funeral. 
And he answered: 'If the whale is caught, 
how much more reason the small fin has 
to fear.' 'Not so,' said another funeral 
speaker who was present. I would say: 
'Weep not over the loss, but over the mourn- 
ers; the dead have rest, and the mourners 
are in trouble.' Neither of those speakers 
had the honor." 
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"Rabbi Nachman suflEered severe pain, 
and he requested his visitor, Rabbah, to 
command the angel of death to be quicker. 
'Art thou not,' the visitor asked, 'enough 
to prevail on the angel of death?' 'No 
one,' said the suflEerer, 'is viewed by that 
destructor of all living as respectable and 
influential, if once given over to him.' Rab- 
bah then requested his colleague that he 
appear to him after death, and tell about 
dying. Rabbi Nachman died, and shortly 
after kept his agreement. His spirit ap- 
peared, and informed Rabbah that his pain 
of dying was not as unbearable as he had 
thought. Yet, said the spirit, if the Al- 
mighty ordered: 'Go and live in the flesh 
as before, I should pray to remain spirit. 
Death itself is not so tormenting as is the 
fear of it.'" 

"Rabbi Akiba lost two sons. His col- 
leagues and disciples came in large number 
to comfort him, and he placed himself on 
a chair, and assured them that he derived 
consolation from the regard he has for 
them." (Rabbi Akiba meant to teach that 
there is no time when we have a right 
to ignore the kind offices of friends.) 

"If a man is consoled after twelve 
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months of mourning, he is in the position 
of one who had been cured of a broken leg, 
and, meeting his physician, the latter re- 
hashes the process of his cure, and thereby 
revives the remembrance of an almost for- 
gotten agony." 

"The Temple, the hope of King David 
and joy of King Solomon, was being dedi- 
cated. The golden shrine, containing the 
holy tablets, was in front of the building. 
A multitude of people stood quiet with 
reverence, while the Levites perfumed the 
air with Psalms. All at once, a state of 
embarrassment became noticeable. No one 
dared ask, what it was. The wise king 
could be seen in sorrowful plight. The door 
posts stood too close to one another for 
the ark to go through! He prayed. The 
posts were still firm. He prayed again. 
The posts did not move. He prayed again, 
and this time, in the name of King David, 
whose holy ambition it had been to build 
a palace for the revealed law, and the door- 
posts afforded space for the holy ark to 
enter." 

MOED KOTAN (Jerusalmi) 
"You praised Rabbi Maier with such ar- 
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dor that I do not know what to think of 
you. That very Rabbi Maier was in our 
city, and saluted some mourners on the 
Sabbath, a thing which we do not practice. 
Do you not see, said the other man, that he 
meant to teach you a great lesson? A 
great lesson? Yes. He meant to teach you 
that there is no mourning on the Sabbath." 

"The present woe is the woe." 

"It is not permissible to transfer the dead 
body or bones from a decent grave to an- 
other decent grave ; from an indecent to an- 
other indecent; not even from an indecent 
to a decent — ^but the transference to a plot 
of the family is permissible, because it is 
agreeable to a man to rest by the side of 
relatives." 

"As the days of the festival are seven, 
so the days of mourning should be. Said 
Rabbi Ami: Why not have eight days of 
mourning, since the festival (of booth) 
lasts eight days? The answer made to him 
is that the eighth day, the closing festival, 
is independent. Well, said Rabbi Ami, let 
us then have one day of mourning to cor- 
respond with the one day of the closing 
festival. This, said the other sage, is to 
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teach what is not indicated elsewhere in 
Scripture, namely : the length of mourning 
of a remote hearing. There is a tradition 
that the near hearing demands the seven 
days of sitting and the thirty days of re- 
strictions; the remote hearing demands 
neither the one nor the other. Which is 
the near and which the remote hearing? It 
has been generally accepted that to hear 
of a death within thirty days of its occur- 
rence is a near hearing; after thirty days it 
is the remote hearing." 

"Rabbi Jose said: 'If a communication 
of the death of a relative is received on a 
day — Sabbath or festival — on which there 
is no mourning, it is as if it had been re- 
ceived after thirty days, and there is only 
one day of mourning." 

"Mourning has three phases, namely: 
Two days (of weeping), seven days and 
thirty days." (Those two days are of the 
seven. None of our authorities is decisive 
on the uniformity of the seven days. Hasa- 
kah and Jore say — and they simply repeat 
Bably — that a needy man may work after 
the first three days. Rabathi's seven work- 
less days are explained to be for people who 
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can afford them. From this, it may be 
argued that to-day, since worklessness or 
absence from business for such a length of 
time is likely, in many nistances, to bring 
about encumbrances not easily combatted, it 
is not imlawful to go to work or business 
after the first three days.) 

"Garments of gay colors are not to be 
worn during twelve months after death of a 
parent, and during thirty days after the 
death of another relative." 

CHAGIGA (Jerusalmi) 

"What caused the heresy of Elisha, son 
of Abuha, the instructor of Rabbi Meier? 
He used to study in the valley of Genusser, 
and one day he saw a man climb up a tree 
to take down a nest, and he took the nest in 
violation of the law. Yet he came down 
without a mishap, and went away happy. 
On the following day, he saw a man climb 
up a tree to take a nest, and observed the 
law governing this action. Yet when he 
came down, he was bitten by a scorpion and 
died. The sages said that Elisha made the 
mistake, so many make, to read temporal 
blessings in the Scripture promises of re- 
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ward. Some say that another experience 
misled that Elisha. He saw the tongue of 
Rabbi Jehudah Hanahum being given to a 
dog, and became confused. He asked : 'Is 
this the reward of study? This tongue ex- 
ercised itself in words of holiness; this 
tongue helped its possessor to give spiritual 
joy to those, desirous of being more than 
a living creature. Is this the reward? It 
looks that the promises in Scripture are 
wind.' " 

YEBOMOTH 

"May God save thee from evils which are 
worse than death." (So a rabbi prayed 
leaving a sick friend.) 

KETHOBOTH 

"There was a time, when the funeral ex- 
panse was so great that the mourners who 
coulB not afford it secreted themselves. 
But Rabbon Gambiel, disregarding the wild 
custom, and desirous of putting an end to 
it, ordered that he be buried in cheap linen, 
and the extravagance ceased. Said Rabbi 
Papa: To-day we are satisfied with a 
shroud, even if it is of hemp.' " 
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"A washer who used to come to the 
house of Rabbi Jehudah every day, failed to 
come on the day that the Rabbi expired. 
Hearing of the death, some days later, he 
ran up to a roof and threw himself from it. 
He died, and the sages said that that man 
too will have a share in the world to come." 

"It is written in Scripture: 'Happy who 
does charity at all times.' Who can do? 
Who does? The man who helps to raise 
an orphan, and to place the same in a posi- 
tion of self-support." 

"If there is a male orphan and a female 
orphan, and circumstances do not make ft 
possible to help both, the fomiale orphan 
must have the preference." 

"Rabbi Jehudah was so agonized by a 
severe disease that his faithful servant 
viewed death as a redeemer. The prayers 
of the rabbis in behalf of the sufferer were 
therefore anno)ring to her. She prayed that 
heaven force them to cease their invoca- 
tions. But they continued. Aggravated by 
these unmerciful supplications, she rushed 
up to the roof of the house, and threw down 
a pitcher. The rabbis, frightened by the 
crash, paused in their prayers. At that mo- 
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ment their illustrious leader expired." 
(This incident is told in the Talmud with- 
out censuring the devoted servant. Rabbi 
Itzchaki, the lovable Talmudic commenta- 
tor, avails himself of it to explain a Tal- 
mudic utterance elsewhere to the effect that 
there are times, when it is permissible to 
pray for a speedy death.) 

"Let a man put to heart that the good 
services he renders to others will be ren- 
dered to him. If he helps the dead, others 
will help him, when he will be dead ; if he 
speaks well of the dead, others will speak 
well of him ; if he consoles the survivors of 
others, his survivors will be consoled." 

NEDARIM 

"Wisdom gives unto man greater power 
than ten governors. These governors are: 
Two hands, two feet, two eyes, two ears, 
head and mouth." 

"A sage said : Who visits the sick takes 
from the sick the sixtieth part of the sick- 
ness. Said another sage: If so, let sixty 
persons visit him, and take the entire sick- 
ness." 

"Rabbi Akiba visited a disciple in his sick- 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



62 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

ness whom his associates neglected to visit. 
The presence of the great master benefited 
the patient so that he felt a speedy re- 
covery. Rabbi Akiba then taught his dis- 
ciples the moral : Who does not visit a sick 
person (whom he knows) must charge him- 
self with wronging a suflFerer." 

"A wise man took sick, and on the first 
day he requested his attendant not to make 
it known, in order that he become not more 
sick by the sympathy of friends and the joy 
of enemies. After that, he advised the 
nurse to go out, and make it public that he 
is sick, in order that his enemies rejoice 
and his friends pray for him." 

KETHOBOTH (Jerusalmi) 

"Moses instituted the seven days of the 
wedding feast and the seven days of mourn- 
ings." (So a tradition tells.) 

GITTIN (Bably) 

"At length Ashmedai — a personage that 
in my opinion bears a more striking resem- 
blance to the Greek Silenos than to Satan — 
was admitted to the presence of King Solo- 
mon. With a stick he drew a geometrical 
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figure on the floor, and having been asked 
by the king what he was doing, answered : 
*You see this figure? All you will have, 
when dead, will be a grave of this length 
and width. Yet, alive, you are not satisfied 
with your large dominion, and you added 
me to your subjects.' *You will be free, if 
you get me the Shamir — a stone which could 
cut stone without a noise,' — said the king. 
Ashmedai then went with Benayah. Being 
on the road, the latter asked him to ex- 
plain the reason why he wept, when seeing 
a jolly bridal party. And Ashmedai an- 
swered: *I have heard the annotmcement 
made in heaven that the groom will die in 
thirty days.' 'Why did you laugh, when a 
man ordered a pair of shoes to last him 
seven years?' Benayah asked again. That 
man will not live seven more days, and he 
wants shoes to last him- seven years!' ex- 
claimed Ashmedai." 

"The Gentile poor must be supported 
with the Jewish poor ; the Gentile sick must 
be ntu-sed with the Jewish sick ; the Gentile 
dead interred with the Jewish dead. We 
must have ways of peace." 
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NAZIR (Jerusalmi) 

"A priest may expose himself to unclean- 
liness for the sake of needful study." (If, 
for instance, there should be no other road 
to the school than through a cemetery. 
Even if there be schools in his city, and 
he thinks that the distant school will benefit 
him more, the priest must yield to the 
scholar. From this, and similar utterances 
in the Talmud, we may argue that a physi- 
cian, or a medical student of the priestly 
family, may attend a postnmortem examina- 
tion.) 

SOTO (Bably) 

"In the City of Luz none could die. 
When weary of life, people went outside 
that it come to an end." 
B. B. 

"A legatee sold his l^;acy, while the testa- 
tor was yet alive, with the understanding 
that the property be taken possession of, 
after the death of the latter. It happened, 
however, that the legatee died a very short 
time before the testator. The purchasers 
took possession of the property, according 
to the contract, but the heirs of the legatee 
put an injunction on the property, claiming 
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that the sale could not legally have been 
made, when the testator was alive. This is 
one of the most puzzling law suits." (In 
the text it is father and son.) 

"A youth sold his share of inheritance. 
The displeased relatives declared him an 
imbecile, and, consequently, the transaction 
invalid. To prove their assertion, they 
prompted the youth to act like an imbecile. 
Eating dates, he entered the court room, and 
threw the kernels into the face of the judge. 
The latter annulled the transaction. The 
other party of the contract used a like 
strategy. When the papers were made out 
at court, and the fee demanded, the youth 
censured the exorbitance of the demand, 
saying: 'Why, this piece of paper costs as 
much as a whole scroll of the book of 
Esther.' Thereupon, the judge declared the 
transaction as valid. The relatives com- 
plained of the inpropriety of the verdict, 
assuring that the other party of the con- 
tract taught the youth to speak as he did. 
But the judge said: The youth could not 
have perceived the prompting, had he been 
without intelligence. As to the kernels, that 
was a boy's impudence. The contract 
stands,' " 
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SANHEDRIN (Bably) 

"Emperor Antonine asked Rabbi Jehu- 
dah, the prince in Israel: How can there 
be a hereafter punishment, since the body 
is in one place and the soul in another, and 
one could put the blame on the other? In 
reply, the Jewish sage told the following 
parable: In the absence of the horticultu- 
rist, the blind man and the lame man who 
were to guard the garden, reached a fruit 
tree by the former being the horse and the 
latter the rider. Having gratified their lust, 
they returned to their station. The horti- 
culturist came back. He charged them with 
plundering his best tree. 'How can I be 
charged,' said the blind man, 'since I cannot 
see?' 'How can I be charged,' said the lame 
man, 'since I cannot move from the spot?' 
The horticulturist then placed the lame man 
on the shoulders of the blind, and said : 'In 
this wise you did the pltmdering. The ap- 
plication is self-evident* " 

"Moses dies; Joshua leads the children 
of Israel into the holy land." 

EDIOTH 
"The trials of Job lasted only twelve 
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months ; the trials of the wicked in Gehenna 
last twelve months." 

ABADO SORO 

"The angel of death is full of eyes." 
(This messenger of human woe has a thou- 
sand ways to get to his victim.) 

"Rabbi Akiba laughed, and wept, when he 
saw the wife of a Roman general. Re- 
quested to explain, he answered: I saw 
that she will be my wife, and I laughed, and 
then a picture of her death came to my 
mind, and it pained me that beauty should 
wither." 

B. B. (Jerusalmi) 

"A man has a legal right to exclude his 
children from his will, but he is held in 
moral contempt. About that kind of men 
it is written: 'And their sins will be on 
their bones.' 

"Maruna, a rich merchant in Jerusalem, 
made a verbal will, and it was not recog- 
nized, because he had no real estate. He 
then bought a rock near the city, and de- 
clared that the northern part of it go to 
that one, and with it hundred sheep and 
hundred barrels of wine ; the southern part 
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to that one, and with it hundred barrels 
of oil This declaration the sages recog- 
nized." 

SANHEDRIN (Jerusalmi) 

"There was a time when after the burial 
the attendants formed a line, and the mourn- 
ers passed by. In consequence of disagree- 
ments, the custom was changed: The 
mourners formed the line, and the attend- 
ants passed by. Later, however, the original 
custom was reinstated." 

"Ghazi, the servant of Elisha, the prophet, 
did not believe in resurrection." 

"Emperor Antonine asked Rabbi Jehudah 
whether he will intercede for him at the 
Time of the Messiah. The Rabbi an- 
swered that he could. *How is it,' the Em- 
peror asked, 'that thou dost not invite me 
to the paschal?' *I can not help it,' said 
the great Jew, 'if such is the law.' " 

(The lesson of universal salvation is 
hinted here. We have no bar of salvation. 
"The wise of all nations have a share in 
the world to come," is a Talmudic precept. 
The wise ? You are wise, if you are good. 
The difference between the good Jew and 
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good Gentile is duty. The Jew has some 
duties which the Gentile has not. But the 
privileges are the same for all. Equally as 
pertinent are the Talmudic words : Even a 
heathen who studies the pages of God's 
creation for the benefit of man, we have 
to honor as we do our high priest.) 

"A sage says that the utterance in Scrip- 
ture: 'Hand to hand is not clean' refers 
to a man who desires that God be quick to 
reward every charity he does. Such a man, 
says another sage, views God as he does 
the storekeeper. 'Here is my basket, here 
is my money ; let me have what I want,' is 
a well-known phrase in tiie store." 

(These sages see in the above Scripttiral 
quotation the aphorism of the book of 
Ethics : "Be not like hirelings in the service 
of God.") 

MAKOTH (Jerusalmi) 

"Ask wisdom what is the punishment of 
sin? and wisdom answers: 'Evil pursues 
the sinners ;' ask prophecy, and the answer 
is : 'The soul that sins must die' ; the Holy 
One, blessed be His name, answers: 'Let 
him repent, and he will be forgiven.' " 
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ABADO SORO (Jerusalmi) 

"The righteous, though no longer of this 
word, need only speech to be like us." 

"When Rabbi Eliezer was dying, he said 
to his disciples : 'Remove the things/ " (He 
desired his disciples to tuiderstand that 
though a teacher and leader in Israel, his 
body wiU henceforth be a$ unclean as that 
of the most ignoble person.) 

"In a city where heathens and Jews live 
together, the gifts of heathens are accepted 
by the Jewish trustees, and the poor 
heathens are maintained together with the 
Jewish poor, and the heathen sick are at- 
tended to with the Jewish sick, the heathen 
mourners are consoled with the Jewish 
mourners, the heathen dead are buried to- 
gether with the Jewish dead, and the effects 
are taken care of together with the effects 
of Jews." 

MENOCHOTH 

"A man came to Rabbi Jehudah and 
asked: If a man has two heads, on which 
is he to put on the phylactery? The great 
scholar reproved the questioner as a 
mountebank. On the same day, another 
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man came to the rabbi, and asked how 
much he had to give to the priest to redeem 
his first bom, having two heads?" (Does 
the Tahnud mean to tell us that that prince 
in Israel was tantalized, because he was 
not particular about phylacteries? Or does 
the Talmud mean to bring it to our atten- 
tion that strange things can happen? There 
is a midrash (homily) in which we are 
told that a man, having two heads, came 
after his father's death to King Solomon, 
and claimed two shares of the inheritance, 
a share for each of his heads, and that 
King Solomon applied a needle to one head, 
and, as the other head too shrieked, declared 
that the man, though having two heads, 
is only one person, and consequently en- 
titled to one share only.) 

THAMID 

"Alexander the Great received at the gate 
of Paradise a skull with an eye in it. It 
was unusually ponderous. Putting it on a 
scale, it outweighed all the gold and silver 
he placed on the other scale. A Jewish phil- 
osopher was summoned to explain the 
prodigy, and he said that it is to teach the 
vastness of human greed: As long as the 
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eye is open, man cannot have enough of the 
wealth of this world 'How canst thou 
prove it?' the king asked. Tut some earth 
on the eye/ replied the philosc^her." 

"What is a man to do to be dead? Let 
him live, that is, in excessive sensuality. 
What is a man to do to be alive? Let him 
die, that is, to worldly pleasure." 

NIDAH (Bably) 

"Abbo Shoul related that, when he acted 
as undertaker, he made osteological observa- 
tions, and garnered from them that drink- 
ing wine raw singes the bones ; mixed, dries 
the bones; hygienic, sustains the marrow. 
And so the eating which exceeds the drink- 
ing singes the bones ; the eating which is ex- 
ceeded by drinking dries the bones; eating 
and drinking commensurately keep up the 
marrow." 

(From this, and the entire context, we in- 
fer that Abbo Shoul made post-mortem ex- 
aminations.) 

FROM THE ETHICS OF THE 
FATHERS 
"Just three things maintain the world, 
namely: Law, industry and charity." 
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"Be good one day before thy death." (In 
another treatise it is explained that as no 
man knows the day of his death, he should 
live every day so, as if it were the last.) 

"Prepare in the ante-chamber to enter the 
inner chamber." 

(Life should not be a preparation for 
death; it can be made a preparation for 
Ufe.) 

ABBOTH OF RABBI NATHAN 

"Rabbi Johanan was in mourning; his 
disciples came to see him. Each referred to 
some father who had been so afflicted, and 
the master said : * Am I to be consoled, be- 
cause other fathers had been as unfortunate 
as I am?' Then Rabbi Eliezer came, and 
consoled him, and the master said: Thou 
hast consoled me as a human should con- 
sole.' " 

(Rabbi Eliezer compared the soul to a 
treasure, and said that an honest man does 
not feel bad, when the treasure with which 
he had been entrusted for safe-keeping is 
again taken possession of by its owner, so 
man should view death as the soul being 
given back to God, who is owner of the 
same.) 
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"Rabbi Simon visited a man sick with 
diabetes. The sick man raved against 
Providence. Thou bad man/ said the sage 
visitor, 'this is a time for prayer and not 
for blasphemy.' *I wished/ said the sick 
man, 'your God transferred my sickness on 
you.' 'Which, interposed the rabbi, 'I de- 
serve for leaving my holy book to visit 
you.'" 

MIDRASH RABBAH 

"The people made a holiday when Adam, 
the first man, died." 

"Life is good; death, too, is good." 

"A philosopher asked a Jewish minis- 
ter: You surely knew that your son will 
die, why did you make a feast in honor of 
his birth? I, said the minister, receive 
time as it comes ; if it is of a joyous char- 
acter, I am joyous; if of a sad character, 
I am sad." 

"Cyrus, the Persian King, who gave the 
Jews in Babylon the liberty to return to the 
Holy Land, was an orphan." 

"When the Patriarch Jacob was dying, he 
expressed a fear, lest his sons may not be 
united on the principles of religion in 
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which he trained them, and in concert they 
recited our fundamental creed: Hear, O 
Israel ! the Eternal is our Lord, the Eternal 
is one/" 

"Go and purchase for me an article which 
will please me," said a sage to his servant. 
"Where can I get such an article?" the 
servant asked. And the sage replied : "Just 
follow the crowd." 

"When a man expires, God says to the 
angels : Go and hear what the people have 
to say about his character." (This is to 
teach that we should not separate ourselves 
from human methods.) 

"King Solomon requested the Egyptian 
king to send to him Egyptian masons to 
help him in building the Temple. The 
crowned Egyptian ordered that his astrolo- 
gists select men who will die in the same 
year. These Necho, that was the name of 
the Eg3rptian king, sent to his Jewish col- 
league. When those masons were presented 
to his majesty, king in Israel, their visage 
and behavior betrayed the Egyptian king. 
Solomon at once saw that Necho used some 
artifice in the selection of men, and gave or- 
ders to an attendant that each of those 
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Eg3rptian workmen be supplied with a bun- 
dle, containing death shrouds, and sent back 
to their majesty. In a letter to Necho, 
Solomon wrote: It seems that you were 
short of winding sheets, and for that rea- 
son you sent me a bunch of men who will 
be the very next harvest of death. I took 
pity on you and them, and gave unto each 
an outfit for the grave." 

"If a holiday comes, be of good cheer; 
if misfortune comes, study whether it de- 
serves tears." 

"When Moses saw that the decree of his 
death was final, he opened a holy scroll, 
corrected what was to be corrected, and 
completed his immortal writings." 

TANCHUMA 

"Emperor Hadrian asked one of his phil- 
osophers to worship him as a god. 'I like 
to,' said the philosopher, 'but you must get 
my ship out of the scrape, in which it is at 
this moment at sea.' *I will send my ships,' 
said Hadrian. 'No,' said the philosopher, 
'that any one, having ships, could do. As 
a god, send a wind.' Hadrian complained 
to his wife. Far from joining him in bis 
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grievance, she tried to cure him of it, and 
said: "You are a weak man. To-day you 
are king, to-morrow you may be a corpse." 

"When a man comes into this world, his 
hands are closed, as if to signify thereby 
that he expects a treasure; going out of 
this world, his hands are open, as if to show 
that he takes nothing with him." 

MAIMONIDES IN UKTZIN 

"What is said about reward in the world 
to <x>me by our sages is only parabollically 
so." (As with regard to reward, so with 
regard to punishment. God is twice merci- 
ful, that is, in this world, and in the world 
to come.) 

SOUHOR HODOSH 
"Rabbi Kruspedai was ailing. The Rab- 
bis paid him a visit. It was Sabbath when 
they paid that visit. He was sleeping. They 
noticed that he was weeping, and then they 
noticed that he was laughing. Soon after, 
he died. The Rabbis said: 'This is Sab- 
bath, and it is forbidden to move a corpse, 
and there is nothing else he needs now! 
They retired into another X9QXa^ and had 
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reverent and solemn discourse. Rabbi Jo- 
hanan made the point that death is not 
seldom used as a metaphor, we are in- 
clined to call a man dead if he comes down 
from an exalted position. While they were 
thus meditating. Rabbi Chilkia, who guarded 
the corpse, observed that tears come again 
from the closed eyes of the dead master, 
and a smile lights his mouth. Alarmed, he 
summoned the scholars to the death-bed, 
and they inferred that the master is not 
dead. They remained in the room, and ad- 
mitted no one else. Toward morning, the 
sick master opened his eyes and asked for 
a drink of water." 

THE SAME 

"After the burial of Rabbi Hisdi, his 
son, Rabbi Jose, remained all night at the 
grave. And he heard — and then he heard 
the voice of his departed father, saying: 
*Go hence, my son, and study.' Rabbi Jose 
then left. Meeting his colleagues, he re- 
lated to them his visions, and Rabbi Jehu- 
dah said : *Hadst thou not been Rabbi Jose, 
thy course would have been punishable.' " 

(The lesson : Give yourself not up to the 
dead. Attend to the tree of life.) 
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NACHMANIDES 

"Belief and faith are not synonymous. 
Belief precedes faith, and may continue 
without it. Belief is the tree, and faith the 
fruit thereof. There is no fruit without 
a tree or herbage. But not every tree bears 
fruit." 

SHALSHELETH HAKEBOLO 

"Rabbi Akibah was the most ardent ad- 
vocate of the orphan's Kadish." (Prayer.) 

(This great teacher in Israel wears a 
crown of martyrdom such as no other man 
ever was called upon to wear, and we 
readily declare ourselves his reverent fol- 
lowers and humble subjects.) 

Midrash Talpioth quotes Rabbi Bachya: 
"What the Talmud utters about some 
classes, having no portion in the world to 
come, means only that their actions do not 
deserve any portion. As to exclusion, there 
is mercy to prevent it. There is sympathy 
in this world which assists bodily welfare. 
Whether it is from misfortune or indolence 
that so many cannot earn a livelihood, there 
are enough benevolent men who extend to 
them a humane hand. As there is mercy 

1 
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in this world, so in the world to come. 
None will be excluded." 

(This is the sweetest interpretation of the 
Talmudic idea of punishment in the world 
to come, and, I believe, is hinted in the 
Talmud in the vision of Rabbi Eliezer Ben 
Pedath.) 
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EVENING SERVICE 

AT THE 

HOUSE OF MOURNING 



PREFACE 

(The congregational worship at the house 
of mourning is a beneficent institution. 
It is as if the holy altar had been brought 
near the sons and daughters of affliction. 
The house of mourning becomes a house of 
God; the living are blessed and the dead 
honored. The evening service which follows 
here is modern in arrangement and expres- 
sion. Its spirit, however, is of the old 
ritual.) 
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EVENING SERVICE 

Minister: We are all mortal. Some of 
us had the sad experience which makes your 
hearts, dear mourners, heavy now. And 
who of the living can expect to be spared, 
if their pilgrimage will continue on a longer 
path of years? We are your co-sufferers„ 
and, upholding a glorious and salutary cus- 
tom, we come to be near you, and pray with 
you in your affliction. In storm it is wise 
to enter a shelter. Prayer is at all times, 
and especially at a time of perturbing grief, 
the shelter of the spirit. So let us praise 
the Lord, and give our hearts to the praise 
of the Eternal. Let us lift up our voice 
in prayer. 

Congregation : In God we trust. 

Minister : He will guide the meek in judg- 
ment. He will teach the meek His path. 

Congregation: May God turn unto us, 
and have mercy on us. 

Minister: The Lord will bring us out 
of distress and deliver us from evil. 

Congregation: God will redeem Israel, 
and all who pray for redemption from 
trouble. 
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Minister: When day is recalled, and the 
shadows of night band together for domin- 
ion, our sight is faint. It is twilight. 
So there is a twilight of the mind, espe- 
cially when it is turned to the future. We 
see, and yet we do not see. God merci- 
fully confused our vision of the things that 
are to come. How sad might our knowl- 
edge of the next day be! We are to live 
by faith in the guidance of the All-wise 
rather, than by our vision. Praised be God 
for twilight. 

Congregation: Hear, O Israel, the Eter- 
nal is our God; the Eternal is one. 

Minister : "And thou shalt love the Eter- 
nal, thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul and all thy means." Physically, man 
is only a higher kind of grass which, too, 
must wither; each generation is like a gar- 
ment of the earth, which waxes old, a 
vesture wearing out, and is replaced by 
another. But the heart with faith in 
the Eternal fears no evil. Between the 
turbulent sea and dismal desert our ances- 
tors lifted up their sentiments in praise of 
the Eternal. Adounoy 3rimloch leolom voed. 
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Congregation: The Eternal will be su- 
preme in all eternity. 

Minister: We observe as much of the 
wondrous works of the Eternal as we need 
for consecrated adoration. The wings of 
morning could not convey us to any earthly 
region, more manifest of Thy Majesty, O 
God! There is a light in us — ^a light of 
God is the soul of man. What a tent of 
peace does this solemn consciousness spread 
around and above us ! 



SILENT DEVOTION 



MoiMmers 
I pray Thee, O 
God! that I choose 
the path of faith, 
and that it be estab- 
lished in my mind 
that Thy judgment 
is righteo:us. Heavy 
is my heart with 
grief. Let Thy 
grace sustain me 
that I bear it with 
solemn patience. Let 
thy mercy ^ve me 
light in my dark- 



VisUors 
O God! Be with 
us as Thou hast been 
with our ancestors. 
Thou forsakest not 
forever. The morn- 
ing brings a message 
of Thy love to a 
world in darkness. 
So thy percept to 
our souls. May our 
faith in Thine infin- 
ite wisdom and 
righteousness go be- 
fore us and make 
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ness. May every 
tear that I offer on 
the altar of my woe 
develop a blossom 
for the living. May 
faith reign m my 
mind, beneficence in 
my words and ac- 
tions. O God! say 
to us all here, you 
have suffered 
enough. I will re- 
ward you according 
to my bounty. 
Amen. 



straight our path. 
May charity and 
kindness accompany 
us. Let our health 
be good, and our en- 
deavors prosperous 
and righteous. May 
our memory of the 
departed be holy, and 
our services to the 
living benignant. 
Let Thy grace be 
with the mourners 
that they continue to 
love and be loved, 
bless and be blessed. 
Amen. 



Minister : It is blissful to bless the Eter- 
nal, our God, and to look to Him for peace 
and redemption. Thine, O God ! is the king- 
dom, and Thou wilt rule with glory for- 
ever and aye. 

Congregation rises. 

Minister and Congregation: Therefore 
we adore the ruler of rulers, the Holy One ; 
blessed be He. 

Minister : Blessed be the Eternal at day- 
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time. Blessed be the Eternal, when night 
spreads fear. Blessed be the Eternal, when 
we close our eyelids for rest of mind and 
body, and when the star in the East wakes 
us for the duty of the day. In Thy hand, 
O God ! are the souls of the living and the 
dead. 

Congregation is seated. 
Dear mourners, Death entered the portal 
of creation at its dawn. Yet mankind 
wanders on and on. Our sages say that 
it is the praise of God which renders our 
sense of duty, in the light of divine com- 
munication, invincible, admidst the chains of 
death and the affliction of the cemetery. 
Indeed, who could number the sons and 
daughters of faith whose^ wailing and 
lamentation has been softened by their sol- 
emn recital of the Kadish ? And who could 
number the devotees who have been feel- 
ing a divine touch in the participation of 
the mourner's prayer, exclaiming : May his 
great name be praised in this world, and 
in the world to come. It is the heart-felt 
exaltation of God which promptly reflects 
our higher quality, and perfects our senti- 
ment which reaches out for the gates of 
immortality. May then the Kadish come 



yGooQie 



88 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

to you, dear mourners, with all its consol- 
ing and assuaging import. 

KADISH 
Minister and Mourners: Yisgadal v'yis- 
kadash sh'meh rabbo, b'olmo devro chiru- 
seh, v'yamlich malchuseh, b'chayechon uv- 
yomechon, uv-chayey d'chol beys yisroel, 
ba-agalo uvizman koriv, v'imru omen. 
Y'he sh'meh rabbo m'vorach Tolam 
ulolmey olmayo. 

Yisborach v'yistabach v'yispo-ar v'yisro- 
mam v-yisnaseh v'yis-hador v'yisaleh v-yis- 
hallol sh'meh d'kudshoh b'rich hu, Telo min 
kol birchoso v'shiroso tushb'choso v'neche- 
moso daamiron b'olmo, v'imru omen. 
Al Yisroel w'al Tsadikayo, w'al kol 
man d'ispatar min olmo hodain bimi- 
sah d'ehloho, y'he lehoun sh'lomo rabbo 
w'chuloko towo Tchaye olmo de'6- 
seh, w'chissdo wVachmei min kodom 
more shmayo w'aroh, v'imru omen. 
Y'he sh'lomo rabbo min sh'mayo v'chayim 
olenu v'al kol yisroel, v'imru omen. 

Oseh sholom bimromov, hu ya-aseh 
sholotun olenu v'al kil yisroel, v'iinru 
omen. 
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EVENING SERVICE 89 

Congregation: May the great name of 
the Lord be praised for ever and aye. 

Reader : The holy name of the Lord of 
the universe be acclaimed, glorified and 
adored. The Lord, blessed be He, is above 
all words of exaltation, above hymn and 
song that could be uttered by mortal lips 
and say ye Amen. 

Congregation: Amen. 

Minister: O Lord! We pray for the 
peace of the soul so recently departed from 
us ; we pray for the peace of all gone souls. 
Strengthen in us the belief that they are 
in Thy paternal care. May peace descend 
from heaven, and bless the living. 

Congregation: Amen. 

The mourners are seated. 

Reader: May this night pass in peace 
and we rise to live, and to reinstate duty. 
O God ! Thou causest the sun to shine, and 
Thou givest a shield against evil. O, do 
not withhold from us the good Thou canst 
give ! May the trees rejoice, and the fields 
tell of Thy bounty. May the tables of win- 
ter be made cheerful by the rich gifts of 
summer, and every shining star touch our 
hearts with Thy grace. 

Congregation : Amen. 
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90 THE STRENGTH OF FAITH 

Minister: May every experience of joy 
and sorrow communicate to us a vivid in- 
centive of serene devotion to Thee, O God ! 
to our kindred and friends. Oh, that we 
render lustrous every day with the good 
which comes out of our ennobled dutiful- 
ness, the real treasure-house of life. Come 
the day soon, when the sons and daughters 
of the earth will consecrate themselves to 
religious pursuits, in the spirit of our 
prophets; when every impulse of idolatry 
will be frustrated, and the Eternal, our God, 
will be worshipped as one, and His name 
praised as one. 
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PRAYER 
AT THE CEMETERY 
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VISITING THE GRAVE 

The Creator is perfect. How vast His 
Creation. He made the earth a part of His 
rule and His glory. Every day the world 
rises out of darkness and creatures with- 
out number partake of His bounty. Who 
can say to the Creator what dost Thou? 
O God! We are wise, if we believe in 
Thy perfect wisdom; we are righteous 
if we have faith in Thy perfect 
righteousness. Bless the soul of my dear 

with happi- 
ness, and this tomb with peace. Forbear 
the tear in mine eye ; it is the tear of prayer. 
Here I renew the memory of those thou hast 
called from this world. Even so I desire 
to renew my faith in Thee. With faith in 
Thee I do not look in vain for solace. 
O God! Affection makes life so beautiful, 
and then so sad. Cause Thy glory to shine 
upon us. Bless me, for the sake of those 
whom I love, and bless them for my sake. 
When my day comes, and I take the last 
view of this world, let me close my eyes in 
peace, knowing that Thou, O God ! wilt con- 
sole my dear ones. 
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A LETTER TO THE READER 

My dear Reader: 

I beg of you to recommend this book 
to your friends, confident that, after per- 
usal, you deem it worthy of attention. 
It endeavors not only to assuage grief 
but present, in the chronological order 
of our literature, great words of our 
brightest intellects concerning the rule of 
life, death and the hereafter. 

Is it a book for mourners only? Years 
ago I said from my pulpit that "there is 
a rent in every human bosom; we are 
walking vaults, our dear dead are buried 
in our hearts." In the wider sense, all 
are mourners. 

The Author. 
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ERRORS CORRECTED 

Page 19, Hne 2, Olom 



'* 29, ' 


14, that, in place of "if" 


" 47, ' 


16, Sufficiency 


" 52, ' 


' 4, Moed Ko- 


" 59, ' 


16, Kethu'both 


" 65, ' 


' 21, Im- 


" 67, ' 


3, Abod- 


" 70, " 3, world in place of word 
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